
1,036  migrants,  with  63
unaccompanied  children,  become
largest  single  group  ever  taken
into custody at southern border
A caravan-sized group of more than 1,000 people was taken into federal custody
in western Texas Wednesday after illegally crossing from Mexico into the United
States, a senior Border Patrol official told the Washington Examiner.

Agents encountered 1,036 people, primarily from Central America, near El Paso,
Texas,  early  Wednesday  morning.  The  arrest  marks  the  largest  group  of
unauthorized immigrants that Border Patrol has ever taken into custody at once.

The group included 63 children traveling without a parent or guardian. Another
39 people were single adults, and the remaining 934 claimed to be traveling with
a family member, according to a report. Guatemalan citizens made up just over
half the detainees. The rest are primarily from other Central American countries,
including Honduras and El Salvador.

It’s not clear if the group came from Northern Triangle countries as part of a
caravan,  though it’s  not  likely,  given no news of  a  convoy traveling through
Mexico. Border Patrol has said human smugglers often oversee the movement of
migrants at the border and use the groups to distract federal law enforcement
while they move narcotics or people hoping to avoid arrest over unmanned parts
of the border. Smugglers charge migrants an average of $5,000 to $8,000 each to
get to the United States.

[Also read: Top sheriff warns: Trump’s ‘done’ if illegal immigration isn’t slashed]

Border Patrol said in late March its agents on the southern border had since
October apprehended 100 groups that contained 100 or more people. In its 2017
fiscal year, CBP documented two groups of 100 people or more. That jumped to
13 groups in 2018.

Until Wednesday, the biggest group of people to arrive at once consisted of more
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than 430 individuals. That apprehension took place Monday in the same region of
the southern border. Memorial Day marked the busiest day in history for Border
Patrol’s El Paso region as 2,200 people were taken into custody.

President Trump told reporters at the White House earlier Thursday to expect a
major  statement  about  the  border  in  the  next  day  or  two.  Wednesday’s
apprehension has not been publicly shared by Customs and Border Protection or
its parent, the Department of Homeland Security.

Donald J. Trump@realDonaldTrump
Yesterday, Border Patrol agents apprehended the largest group of illegal aliens
ever:  1,036  people  who  illegally  crossed  the  border  in  El  Paso  around  4am.
Democrats  need  to  stand  by  our  incredible  Border  Patrol  and  finally  fix  the
loopholes  at  our  Border!
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