AG Barr Gave Dems A Chance To
See Some Redacted Portions Of
Mueller’s Report. They Said No.
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Seemed like a fair offer

Congressional Democrats, even before the Mueller report was released, have
expressed outrage that portions of the report would be redacted by special
counsel Robert Mueller and Attorney General William Barr. When the report was
released, however, they turned down a chance to see more of the report than the
general public, according to The Hill.

Barr offered certain congressional leaders the chance to view some of the
redacted portions of the report pertaining to ongoing investigations and national
security issues. Democrats rejected his offer.

Here’s what they said, in a letter authored by Senate Minority Leader Chuck
Schumer (D-N.Y.), House Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.), and Democratic leaders
in the congressional judiciary and intelligence committees:

“Unfortunately, your proposed accommodation — which among other things
would prohibit discussion of the full report, even with other Committee Members
— is not acceptable,” the letter to Barr read. “Given the comprehensive factual
findings presented by the Special Counsel’s Report, some of which will only be
fully understood with access to the redacted material, we cannot agree to the
conditions you are placing on our access to the full report. Nor can we agree to an
arrangement that does not include a mechanism for ensuring access to grand jury
material.”

The Democrats reportedly rejected Barr’s offer because they wanted more people
to be allowed to view the sensitive material, and they wanted access to
everything, including grand jury material.

House Republicans criticized the Democrats for their rejection of Barr’s terms.
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“Democrats demand answers but put their hands over their eyes every time those
answers appear,” read a House Judiciary Committee Republicans statement.
“Attorney General Barr has given unprecedented accommodations to Chairman
Nadler, and it’s unconscionable the chairman refuses receipt of information he’s
claimed for weeks Democrats are ‘entitled to.” Who subpoenas a report and
publicly refuses to read it in the same day?”
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