Canadian freeze on new arms
export permits to Israel to stay

OTTAWA, March 20 (Reuters) - Canada has not approved new arms export
permits to Israel since Jan. 8 and the freeze will continue until Ottawa can ensure
the weapons are used in accordance with Canadian law, the government said on
Wednesday.

Export permits that were approved before Jan. 8 remain in effect, the office of
Foreign Minister Melanie Joly said in an emailed statement.

The political survival of Canada’s minority Liberal government depends on
support from the left-leaning New Democrats, who are calling for a tougher line
with Israel over the Gaza conflict.
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