
China, U.S. spar at WTO meeting
over disputes
GENEVA,  Jan  27  (Reuters)  –  China  and  the  United  States  exchanged  sharp
criticism at a World Trade Organization meeting on Friday, with Beijing calling
Washington a “unilateral bully” and the U.S. accusing its rival of illegal retaliatory
measures.

China’s  ambassador to the WTO Li  Chenggang spoke at  a  meeting on trade
disputes shortly after the United States lodged an appeal against a series of WTO
rulings involving China, Turkey, Norway and Switzerland which found that U.S.
metal tariffs breached global rules.

“These troubling behaviors of the U.S. have clearly depicted an image of the U.S.
as a unilateral  bully,  a rule breaker,  and a supply chain disruptor,” he said,
according to a copy of his speech obtained by Reuters.

The WTO has made important rulings against the United States in recent weeks,
including the metals ruling involving China and a separate dispute with Hong
Kong over labeling which Washington also appealed. Washington, which has long
criticized the WTO dispute system for overreach and is leading discussions on
reforming it, has criticized both rulings.

Continue reading HERE
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