CIA Director Mike Pompeo met
with Kim Jong Un over Easter
weekend

CIA Director Mike Pompeo met with North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un over
Easter weekend in an effort to lay the groundwork for a summit between Kim and
President Trump, Fox News has confirmed.

Pompeo’s trip, which was first reported by The Washington Post, came to light
hours after Trump told reporters that the U.S. and North Korea are holding direct
talks at “extremely high levels” in preparation for what would be an extraordinary
meeting following months of heated rhetoric over Pyongyang’s nuclear weapons
program.

The White House and the CIA declined to comment to Fox News about Pompeo’s
visit.

“The administration does not comment on the CIA Director’s travel,” White House
press secretary Sarah Sanders said in a statement.

Trump, who welcomed Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe to his Florida resort
Tuesday, said five locations for the potential summit are under consideration. The
president would not disclose the sites but said the U.S. was not among them.

“We’ll either have a very good meeting or we won’t have a good meeting,” Trump
told reporters. “And maybe we won’t even have a meeting at all, depending on
what'’s going in. But I think that there’s a great chance to solve a world problem.”

The president did not answer shouted questions about whether he has spoken
with Kim.

Kim’s offer for a summit was initially conveyed to Trump by South Korea last
month, and the president shocked many when it was announced that he had
accepted. U.S. officials have indicated over the past two weeks that North Korea’s
government has communicated directly with Washington that it is ready to
discuss its nuclear weapons program.
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Abe, who has voiced fears that short- and medium-range missiles that pose a
threat to Japan might not be part of the U.S. negotiations, praised Trump on
Tuesday for his bravery in agreeing to meet with the North Korean dictator.

“I"d like to commend Donald’s courage in his decision to have the upcoming
summit meeting with the North Korean leader,” Abe said.

Trump also confirmed that North and South Korea are working to negotiate an
end to hostilities before next week’s meeting between Kim and South Korean
President Moon Jae In. The meeting will be the third inter-Korean summit since
the Koreas’ 1945 division.

North Korea has long sought a peace treaty with the U.S. to formally end the
1950-53 Korean War. But it is unusual for the North to seek to broach the issue
directly with South Korea rather than with Washington. The armistice that ended
the fighting was signed by the United Nations Command — the U.S.-led forces in
the conflict — North Korea and China. South Korea was a member of the U.N.
Command but was not a direct signatory.

Trump said Tuesday that the two Koreas “have my blessing to discuss the end of
the war.”

Fox News’ John Roberts, Serafin Gomez and The Associated Press contributed to
this report.
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