
COVID-19:  London  is  ’empty’  of
tourists  because of  UK own goal
on  travel  rules,  Ryanair  boss
claims
The airline’s boss argues that the traffic light system governing foreign holiday
destinations is harming the economic fightback from coronavirus restrictions as it
reveals more jobs and destinations from its London airports.

Ryanair’s chief executive has told Sky News the UK should scrap its “bizarre”
rules governing foreign travel, saying they are holding the country’s economy
back.

Michael O’Leary was speaking as the airline revealed 14 new routes from London
airports for the looming winter season.

Ryanair said its investment decision was based on expectations that demand for
foreign travel would continue to build in the coming months – potentially hitting
11 million passengers in October – following a strong end to the summer holidays
and 18 months of COVID-19 disruption.

Mr. O’Leary said in an interview following a news conference in central London
that  it  was  clear  the  UK  capital  was  “empty”  of  tourists  because  of  rules
governing  foreign  travel,  including  PCR  testing  demands,  that  were  putting
people off short breaks.
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He  added:  “Business  is  being  hampered  by  this  continuously  chopping  and
changing of traffic lights that just cause confusion whereas the rules should be
simple:  if  you’re  double-vaccinated  no  restriction  and  if  you’re  not  double-
vaccinated get tested,” he said.

Mr. O’Leary argued it was a system that EU governments had adopted to help
demand rebound.

https://www.garnertedarmstrong.org/covid-19-london-is-empty-of-tourists-because-of-uk-own-goal-on-travel-rules-ryanair-boss-claims/
https://www.garnertedarmstrong.org/covid-19-london-is-empty-of-tourists-because-of-uk-own-goal-on-travel-rules-ryanair-boss-claims/
https://www.garnertedarmstrong.org/covid-19-london-is-empty-of-tourists-because-of-uk-own-goal-on-travel-rules-ryanair-boss-claims/
https://www.garnertedarmstrong.org/covid-19-london-is-empty-of-tourists-because-of-uk-own-goal-on-travel-rules-ryanair-boss-claims/
https://news.sky.com/topic/covid-19-8518
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-latest-news-live-blood-cancer-symptoms-could-be-mistaken-for-coronavirus-as-gsk-begins-new-vaccine-trial-12395612
https://news.sky.com/story/covid-19-which-destinations-are-on-the-green-and-amber-lists-and-which-nations-will-let-uk-travellers-in-12351592


He also said it was right that wage subsidy schemes, such as the UK’s furlough
scheme, were coming to an end given the economic rebound, high demand for
things like hospitality and success of the vaccination programme.

Ryanair,  which  just  last  week  pulled  out  of  Northern  Ireland,  said  its
confidence in the future meant it would create more than 500 new jobs for pilots,
cabin crew and engineers at its London airports in time for the winter season.

It  was to operate flights from Stansted to new destinations such as Helsinki
(Finland), Stockholm (Sweden) and Zagreb, Croatia.

Among the locations which will be served from Luton are Gran Canaria (Spain),
Naples (Italy) and Grenoble in France.

A new link to Spain’s Malaga will open at Gatwick.

Mr. O’Leary said: “Ryanair is committed to rebuilding London’s tourism industry,
jobs and connectivity as we grow across Europe and recover air travel to pre-
COVID levels.”

He also told reporters that air fares would remain “much lower” than before the
coronavirus pandemic though expected that situation to change next year as
demand continued to recover.
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