Damascus: Israeli air/naval forces
hit 10 Syrian, Iranian, Hizballah
targets

One of Israel’s largest attacks is reported by Syrian sources to have swept across
10 targets across the country early Monday, July 1. They included Damascus
Mezza military airport; Iranian and Hizballah military facilities at Al Kiswa south

of Damascus; the base of the Syrian 1°'Division; the Syrian military “research”
institute at Jumriyah; military facilities at Siniya; and a chain of Hizballah bases in
the Qalamoun Mts straddling the Syrian -Lebanese frontier, as well as bases in
the Homs district.

The attacks were said to have been conducted by Israeli jets from Lebanese air
space and naval vessels. Syrian sources reported that four people were killed in
the attack and its air defense systems intercepted some of the incoming Israeli
missiles. They described powerful explosions and huge fires at Iranian
Revolutionary Guards and Hizballah bases in the Qalamoun Mts and ambulances
streaming to the scene.
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DEBKAfile’s military sources add that Israel delayed this latest round of attacks
on Iranian and Hizballah positions in Syria to give US and Russian diplomacy a
chance to reach understandings on the Syria situation. When their effort ran into
the ground last week, the Israeli military was ordered to go forward. A large-scale
operation became urgent when Iran and Hizballah were discovered to be
preparing to embark on an operation against Israel, as part of Tehran’s campaign
against US Middle East allies in retaliation for the Trump administration’s

sanctions. Israel’s wide-ranging strikes on the 1% of July aimed at preempting that
Iranian-Hizballah operation before it got off the ground.
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