Death toll climbs as 7.8 magnitude
earthquake rocks Turkey and
Syria: Here’s everything we know

Photos show the devastation and desperate search for

survivors after an earthquake hit the border of Turkey and
Syria.

At least 2,300 people were killed after a 7.8 magnitude pre-dawn earthquake
rocked the border of Turkey and Syria early Monday, toppling thousands of
buildings and leaving hundreds of people trapped under rubble.

The quake, which was centered on Turkey’s southeastern province of
Kahramanmaras, could be felt as far away as Cairo and Beirut, as powerful
aftershocks continued to rattle the region.

The U.S. Geological Survey measured the 7.8 magnitude quake at a depth of 17.9
km, or about 11 miles, at 4:17 a.m. local time.

The Associated Press described the moment it struck.

“On both sides of the border, residents jolted out of sleep by the pre-dawn quake
rushed outside on a cold, rainy and snowy night. Buildings were reduced to piles
of pancaked floors,” the news service reported. “Rescue workers and residents in
multiple cities searched for survivors, working through tangles of metal and
concrete. A hospital in Turkey collapsed, and patients, including newborns, were
evacuated from facilities in Syria.”
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