Defying Trump, Russia Pounds
Idlib in Syrian War’s Last Major
Battle

‘Hundreds of thousands of people could be killed. Don’t let that happen!”
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A screenshot of the White Helmets’ Twitter account shows what the organization
describes as the aftermath of an airstrike on a town in the countryside of Idlib,
September 4, 2018.Screenshot / @SyriaCivilDef / Twitter

= Soldiers fighting in the Syrian civil war against their will

= [srael signals lull in Syria strikes is over, resuming military action against
Iran

» Kerry reveals details of Assad’s secret letter to Netanyahu in 2010

A Syrian rebel and a war monitor said Russian air strikes had resumed against
insurgents in Syria’s northwestern Idlib province on Tuesday after several weeks.

U.S. President Donald Trump late on Monday warned Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad and his allies Iran and Russia not to “recklessly attack” Syria’s rebel-held
Idlib province, warning that hundreds of thousands of people could be killed.

“The Russians and Iranians would be making a grave humanitarian mistake to
take part in this potential human tragedy. Hundreds of thousands of people could
be killed. Don't let that happen!” Trump wrote in a tweet.

Jennifer Cafarella [[@]JennyCafarella
Reports of Russian #RUAF strikes near Jisr al Shughour #Syria

Gemma Fox@gemmafoxTDS

#Syria: Affiliated site of #HTS - the most dominant forces in SW #Idlib - releases
photos of #Russia‘n airstrikes on areas near strategic #JisrShoghur in Idlib.
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First case of Russian strikes in 22 days - had been low level clashes between
#Assad forces + rebels on the borders.

A source has told Reuters that Assad is preparing a phased offensive to regain
Idlib.
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Donald J. Trump v @realDonaldTrump

Prsident Bashar al-Assad of Syria must not recklessly attack Idlib Province. The
Russians and Iranians would be making a grave humanitarian mistake to take
part in this potential human tragedy. Hundreds of thousands of people could be

killed. Don’t let that happen!

The Kremlin dismissed Trump’s warning to Syria, saying on Tuesday the area was a
“nest of terrorists”.

Trump on Monday warned Syrian President Bashar al-Assad and his allies Iran and
Russia not to “recklessly attack” the area, saying hundreds of thousands of people
could be killed.

“Just to speak out with some warnings, without taking into account the very
dangerous, negative potential for the whole situation in Syria, is probably not a full,
comprehensive approach,” Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov said.

Explained: Syria, Turkey, Russia and U.S. to Square Off in Idlib With
Millions of Civilians in the Crosshairs

Fearing a chemical attack

Russia, last week, again accused Syrian rebels of preparing a chemical attack
which Moscow says will be used to justify a Western strike against Syrian troops.

Deputy Foreign Minister Sergei Ryabkov said last Tuesday that the al-Qaida-linked
Levant Liberation Committee is preparing the attack in the northern Idlib province,
and that it would be filmed by first-responders known as the White Helmets,
who Russia has accused of fabricating past attacks.

Also last Tuesday, senior U.S. officials warned the Russian and Syrian governments
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against chemical weapons use in Syria as forces allied with its President Bashar
Assad prepare for an offensive on a rebel stronghold.

The battle for Idlib

The northern province and surrounding areas are the last major enclave held by
insurgents fighting Assad, who has been backed by both Russian and Iranian forces
in Syria’s seven-year-old civil war. They are home to some three million civilians.

Trump has sought better relations with Russia since taking office in 2017 but the
United States has been unable to rein in Moscow’s military and diplomatic support
for Assad.

Assad has sworn to recapture every inch of Syria and has made big gains against
rebels since Russia joined his war effort in 2015.

Last week, a source close to Damascus said the government was preparing a
phased offensive to recover Ildlib province, but Turkey, whose army has a string of
observation posts around the edge of the rebel area, has warned against such an
assault.

Russian air raids ceased in and around Idlib on August 15, but pro-Syrian
government forces have maintained an aerial bombardment and shelling against
rebels there, the war monitor, the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, said.

The rebel source and the Observatory both said the air strikes were in the
countryside near Jisr al-Shughour on the western edge of the rebels’ northwestern
territory.

Russian, Turkish and Iranian leaders are due to meet on Sept. 7 in Iran and are
expected to discuss the situation in northwestern Syria.

The Associated Press contributed to this report

Source: https://www.haaretz.com/middle-east-news/syria/hours-after-trump-tweet-r
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