
Houthi leader calls for a ceasefire
in  Yemen  as  pressure  grows  on
Saudis
(CNN) Rebels in Yemen announced Sunday that they would stop missile and
drone strikes on Saudi coalition targets at the request of the United Nations.

The development comes as Riyadh faces growing pressure to put a halt to the
violence in Yemen after three-plus years of devastating war.
“We are willing to freeze and stop military operations on all fronts to reach a just
and  honorable  peace  if  they  really  want  peace  for  the  Yemeni  people,”
Mohammed  Ali  al-Houthi,  head  of  Yemen’s  Houthi  Supreme  Revolutionary
Committee,  said  in  a  statement.
Al-Houthi also said his forces would stop launching missiles and drone attacks on
“US-Saudi aggression countries and their allies in Yemen,” an apparent reference
to Saudi Arabia and its coalition partner, the United Arab Emirates.
The United States has backed the Saudi-led coalition in its fight to expel Iranian-
aligned Houthi rebels from Yemen, but has in recent weeks called for an end to
the coalition bombing campaign in the country.
“Substantive consultations under the UN Special  Envoy must  commence this
November in a third country,” Pompeo added.
Mattis said the talks should lead to the implementation of “confidence-building
measures to address the underlying issues of the conflict, the demilitarization of
borders  and  the  concentration  of  all  large  weapons  under  international
observation.”
Activists  and  some  members  of  Congress  have  criticized  the  Trump
administration for its support for the Saudi-led coalition fighting the Houthis in
Yemen, and for the administration’s recent finding that the coalition wasn’t doing
enough to avoid civilian casualties.
Earlier  this  month,  the  US announced  that  it  would  no  longer  refuel  Saudi
aircraft conducting strike missions over Yemen. The move was expected to have
minimal impact on the Saudi effort because the US was only providing refueling
for some 20% of Saudi aircraft.
The US military also provides the Saudi coalition with training meant to help
minimize civilian casualties, as well as with intelligence to help guard against
Houthi cross-border missile and drone attacks.
Last week, the Saudi-led coalition agreed to the evacuation of wounded Houthi
fighters from Yemen, the British Foreign Office said, hailing it as a breakthrough
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toward  getting  a  new  round  of  peace  talks.  The  announcement  was  made
following a visit by Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt to Saudi Arabia and the UAE
to discuss the ongoing conflict.

Sources: Saudi prince ‘threw fit’ over resolution
But multiple  sources told CNN that  a  much-anticipated UN Security  Council
resolution calling for a cessation of hostilities to allow humanitarian aid to reach
millions of starving people was “stalled” after Hunt’s face-to-face meeting with
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman.
Sources say Hunt took the draft with him to Riyadh and discussed it with the
Crown Prince — known in diplomatic circles by his initials, MBS — who wanted
changes or, better yet, no resolution at all.
Two sources said the Crown Prince “threw a fit” about the resolution.
Hunt left with the understanding that he would work on changes to the resolution
with his team, as well as with his counterparts in the US and elsewhere. These
allies share concerns that a bad reaction from Saudi Arabia to a strongly worded
UN resolution could set back the start of a process to resolve the war in Yemen.
Even so, one of the sources familiar with the Riyadh meeting said Western allies
“are not inclined to act on all of MBS’s recommendations.”
At a Security Council meeting Friday, British Ambassador Karen Pierce said the
UK would introduce the new resolution on Monday.
The Department of State and Saudi Arabian Embassy in the US did not respond to
requests for comment.
David Miliband, the president and CEO of the International Rescue Committee,
had called Pompeo’s statement “the most significant breakthrough in the war in
Yemen for four years.”
“It is vital that this call for a ceasefire is followed through, and the call for support
for the political process heeded,” Miliband added.
After initially stepping up operations earlier this month, the Saudi coalition said
Thursday that it had paused its offensive in the strategic port city of Hodeidah
that day, due to international pressure. But it’s unclear how long the lull will last.
Turki al-Malki, a spokesman for the Saudi-led coalition, said last week that its
military operations “are ongoing” and that “each operation has its own specifics
and pace.”
Griffiths, the UN’s special envoy for Yemen, welcomed the reports of reduced
violence Friday when addressing the UN Security Council. He said the two sides
were about to finalize an agreement on the exchange of prisoners and detainees.
The conflict, which began in early 2015, has sparked a humanitarian crisis. Eight
million people are on the brink of famine, according to the Norwegian Refugee
Council. UN officials say that number may quickly rise to more than 12 million —
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about half of Yemen’s population — unless the fighting stops.
CNN’s Sarah El Sirgany contributed to this report

Source: https://www.cnn.com/2018/11/18/middleeast/yemen-houthi-ceasefire/inde
x.html
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