Iran releases footage from prison
fire, adding to mystery

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates (AP) — Iran on Sunday released security footage
that it said came from its notorious Evin Prison the night a fire broke out that
killed at least eight inmates, an effort to clarify the government’s narrative amid
growing international pressure.

The purported CCTV footage of the mayhem last weekend only added to the
mystery of what happened the night of the blaze at the detention facility. Evin
Prison is known for holding political prisoners, including protesters from the
demonstrations that have convulsed the country over the past five weeks. Rights
groups estimate that thousands have been swept up since the unrest began over
the Sept. 16 death of Mahsa Amini, a 22-year-old woman in police custody for
allegedly not adhering to the country’s strict Islamic dress code.
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