
Modi inaugurates Hindu temple on
site of razed mosque in India
Narendra Modi hails controversial opening as fulfilment of ‘dream that
many have cherished for years’

More than three decades after a mob of militant Hindu radicals razed a mosque to
the ground in the Indian town of Ayodhya, the country’s prime minister, Narendra
Modi, has inaugurated the new Hindu temple that will stand in its place.

For some, the inauguration marks a hugely significant religious moment. Many
Hindus believe Ayodhya to be the birthplace of the popular deity Lord Ram and
the building of the temple, after over a century of disputes, has been heralded as
Ram returning to his rightful place, and India freeing itself from the chains of past
religious occupation.

Modi himself called it the fulfilment of “the dream that many have cherished for
years”. At the Prana Pratishtha, Monday’s rituals to consecrate the temple and
give offerings and blessings to the idol of the young Lord Ram placed in the inner
sanctum, Modi took on a starring role, having spent the past 11 days observing a
special purification ritual to prepare.

Continue reading HERE
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