Putin Seeks Parliamentary
Approval to Deploy Warplanes in
Syria

Russian President Vladimir Putin submitted on Thursday a protocol to an
agreement with Syria on the deployment of the Russian Armed Forces aviation
group for the lower chamber of parliament’s ratification.

MOSCOW (Sputnik) - The protocol submitted to the State Duma was signed in the
Syrian capital of Damascus on January 18, 2017.

Putin ratified the August 2015 intergovernmental agreement on the deployment
of the Russian Armed Forces’ air group in Syria in October 2016.

Under the agreement, Russian military personnel gain immunity identical to that
provided by the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations. Russian troops are
also not subject to border checks when entering Syria.

Putin approved a decree on signing a protocol to the agreement in December
2016. The protocol regulates Russia’s aviation group deployment in Syria, its
movable and immovable assets in the country and matters connected to the
counterterrorist operation itself, according to the Kremlin press service.

Russia began its counterterrorist air campaign in Syria on September 30, 2015, at
the request of Syrian President Bashar Assad.

Source: https://sputniknews.com/middleeast/201707061055276421-russia-syria-a
viation-group/
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