Senator Manchin Pulls His
Support for Build Back Better

Senator Joe Manchin (D., W. Va.) said Sunday that he “cannot vote to continue
with” President Biden’s nearly $2 trillion social spending plan, dashing
Democrats’ hopes that the moderate Democrat could be persuaded to support the
bill.

“I cannot vote to continue with this piece of legislation. I just can’t. I've tried
everything humanly possible. I can’t get there,” Manchin said during an
appearance on Fox News Sunday.

“You're done — this is a no,” host Bret Baier said.

“This is a no, on this legislation,” Manchin responded. “I have tried everything I
know to do.”

Manchin later added that Biden “has a lot of logs in the fire,” including Covid,
inflation and the $29 trillion federal debt.

“That’s where our efforts should be at right now,” Manchin said.

“When you have these things coming at you the way they are right now, I've
always said this, Bret, if I can’t go home to the people of West Virginia, I can’t
vote for it,” he said.
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Now Manchin has released a statement saying he’s no. Crystal clear no

“My Democratic colleagues in Washington are determined to dramatically
reshape our society in a way that leaves our country even more vulnerable to the
threats we face. I cannot take that risk”
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“I will continue working with my colleagues on both sides of the aisle to address the needs of all Americans and do so in o way that does not risk our nation’s independence, security and way of life.”

Manchin had held out on supporting the social spending measure, leaving
Democrats short of the 50 votes needed to pass the legislation via budget
reconciliation. Without Manchin’s support, Democrats became increasingly likely
to miss their self-imposed deadline to pass the bill by the end of the month.
Manchin’s latest comments effectively kill the bill.

Sources close to Manchin say that while he will not vote for the “Build Back
Better” bill, that he is committed to working on the issues through more focused
legislation and regular legislative order, CBS News Ed O’Keefe reported.

“I also think he could find a way to yes on a version of it,” one source reportedly
told O’Keefe. “I don't see it as dead dead.”

CNN'’s Manu Raju reported last week that talks between Manchin and Biden
about the bill were not going well. The child tax credit had been a huge sticking
point as Manchin wanted to cut the measure, according to Raju.

Raju asked House Speaker Nancy Pelosi if Democrats miscalculated Manchin on
the bill last week and she responded: “I think that this is called the legislative
process. And we have our rules than they have their rules. I'm not going to have a
post-mortem on something that hasn’t died. I think we will have legislation that
will pass.”

Last week Biden had struck a hopeful tone about his conversations with Manchin,
saying the moderate Democrat has “reiterated his support for Build Back Better
funding at the level of the framework plan I announced in September.”

“I believe that we will bridge our differences and advance the Build Back Better
plan, even in the face of fierce Republican opposition,” Biden said in a statement



on Thursday. “My team and I are having ongoing discussions with Senator
Manchin; that work will continue next week.”

“It takes time to finalize these agreements, prepare the legislative changes, and
finish all the parliamentary and procedural steps needed to enable a Senate vote,”
he added. “We will advance this work together over the days and weeks ahead;
Leader Schumer and I are determined to see the bill successfully on the floor as
early as possible.”

Still, Manchin said his opposition would not be a huge surprise to the president.

“He knows that I've had concerns and the problems I've had,” Manchin said on
Sunday. “The thing we should all be directing our attention towards is the variant
of COVID we have coming back at us in so many different aspects and different
ways. It’s affecting our lives again.”

Manchin expressed concern that rising inflation could “really harm a lot of
Americans” and suggested that is where the government’s attention “needs to be
directed toward immediately.”

Representative Ayanna Pressley (D., Mass.) blasted Manchin during an
appearance on CNN on Sunday: “To be clear my lack and deficit of trust was
about Senator Manchin. He has continued to move the goal post. He has never
negotiated in good faith and he is obstructing the President’s agenda.”

“All T want for Christmas is a Senator that has compassion for the American
people, not contempt,” she added.

Senator Bernie Sanders (I., Vt.) said on CNN’s State of the Union that he wants to
hold a vote on the bill and that Manchin should be forced to vote no if he’s
opposed.

“Let him vote no in front of the whole world,” Sanders said.
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