Taiwan Forces Fire at Drones
Flying Over Island near China

Taiwan’s military fired warning shots at drones from China flying over its outposts
just off the Chinese coastline, underscoring heightened tensions and the self-ruled
island’s resolve to respond to new provocations.

Taiwan’s forces said in a statement that troops took the action on Tuesday after
drones were found hovering over the Kinmen island group. Dadan, one of the
islands where a drone was spotted, lies roughly 15 kilometers (9 miles) off the
Chinese coast.

The statement Wednesday referred to the unmanned aerial vehicles as being of
“civilian use,” but gave no other details. It said the drones returned to the nearby
Chinese city of Xiamen after the shots were fired. Taiwan previously fired only
flares as warnings.

The incident comes amid heightened tensions after China fired missiles into the
sea and sent planes and ships across the dividing line in the Taiwan Strait earlier
this month. It followed angry rhetoric from Beijing over a trip to Taiwan by House
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, the highest-ranking U.S. dignitary to visit the island in 25
years.

China claims Taiwan as its own territory and its recent actions have been viewed
as a rehearsal of a possible blockade or invasion. China’s drills brought strong
condemnation from Taiwan’s chief ally, the U.S., along with fellow regional
democracies such as Australia and Japan. Some of China’s missiles early in
August fell into nearby Japan’s exclusive economic zone.
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