
Thousands  of  rejected  migrants
unable  to  return  to  their  home
countries
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Thousands of rejected migrants are stuck in the Netherlands because their home
countries  have  refused  to  take  them  back,  according  to  figures  from  the
repatriation service Dienst Terugkeer en Vertrek (DTV).

The statistics, published by the Telegraaf newspaper, showed that 2,310 requests
to take back a foreign national who had been refused permission to stay in the
Netherlands were turned down between 2014 and May 2018. A further 8,020
requests were withdrawn because no answer was received within a year.

During 2018 the DTV’s efforts to repatriate failed migrants failed more times than
they succeeded: 1,760 requests were granted while 2,410 requests were refused.
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Algeria  was  the  country  that  refused  the  largest  number  of  requests,  while
Afghanistan, Morocco, Iraq and Iran frequently failed to respond.

DTV spokesman Lennart Wegwijs said the number of migrants affected was less
than 10,000 because some people were the subject of more than one request. ‘For
some people we have made repeated requests and in some cases we have made
applied to several countries for the same person. I can’t say how many people it
actually involves. I don’t have those figures.’

Migrants who have exhausted the application and appeals process are required to
leave the country within 28 days, after which they lose all right to accommodation
and other state support – unless they co-operate with their removal.
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