UK PM stands firm on post-Brexit
trade, calls for pragmatism

A defaced ‘Welcome to Northern Ireland’ sign is seen on the Ireland and Northern
Ireland border reminding motorists that the speed limits will change from

kilometres per hour to miles per hour on the border in Carrickcarnan, Ireland,
March 6, 2021. REUTERS/Clodagh Kilcoyne
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Britain’s Prime Minister Boris Johnson reacts as he meets with European
Commission President Ursula von der Leyen and European Council President
Charles Michel during the G7 summit in Carbis Bay, Cornwall, Britain, June 12,
2021. REUTERS/Peter Nicholls/Pool

British Prime Minister Boris Johnson stood firm in his position on post-Brexit
trade with Northern Ireland in talks with French, German, and European Union
leaders on Saturday, urging “pragmatism and compromise” to find a solution.

His spokesman told reporters other issues were raised in the talks with the
leaders and rejected the idea that President Emmanuel Macron had demanded
Britain stick to its divorce deal with the EU if it wanted a reset in relations with
France.

Johnson, who is hosting a meeting of the G7 - the world’s most advanced
economies - in southwestern England this weekend, is keen to downplay a row
with the EU over their divorce agreement and put the focus on global issues.



But the spokesman said the so-called Northern Ireland protocol, part of the Brexit
deal which covers trade with the British province, had been raised in talks with
Macron, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, and EU leaders on Saturday.

“It’s important to stress again, with Macron and Merkel a number of issues were
raised ... The PM (prime minister) in all cases (expressed) confidence in the UK’s
position as regards to the Northern Ireland protocol and the desire for
pragmatism and compromise on all sides,” the spokesman said.

Asked about Macron’s proposal for a reset in relations if Britain showed it would
abide by the Brexit deal it signed, he added: “That’s not how I would characterize
the meeting this morning. The prime minister and President Macron agreed on
the need to deepen the bilateral relationship between the UK and France ... there
was no dependence placed on that linked to the protocol.”

Source:
https://www.reuters.com/world/uk/johnson-called-compromise-nireland-eu-meetin
gs-spokesman-2021-06-12/?rpc=401&
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