
Underage  refugees  in  Germany
increasingly going missing
German authorities do not know the whereabouts of some 900 refugees under the
age of 14. The head of a German children’s charity said the new figures were
alarming.

The number of refugees under the age of 14 who are missing in Germany has
increased in recent months, despite a drop in the total number of refugee arrivals,
according to the German Child Welfare Association.

The number increased from 895 children in July to 902 in October, the association
said, citing figures from the Federal Criminal Police Office.

Read more: Aid groups slam planned asylum centers as unsuitable for children

The  new  figures  were  “alarming”  and  underlined  how  countries  across  the
European Union need to improve their support for underage refugees, said the
head of the German Child Welfare Association, Holger Hofmann.

Missing Children Europe, a charity, said criminal gangs across the continent are
increasingly trying to pressure underage refugees to leave official care facilities.
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It added that many become victims of human or sexual trafficking, forced begging
or drug smuggling.

The German Child Welfare Association said prevention efforts were undermined
by the Federal Criminal Police Office’s lack of data on why and how children went
missing.

“It is harder to institute preventive measures because we are fumbling in the
dark,” an association spokesman said.

Read more: Number of unaccompanied refugee children reaches ‘record high’

DW RECOMMENDS

Germany: Aid groups slam planned asylum centers as unsuitable
for children
In an open letter sent to the German government, over 20 organizations criticized
plans  to  open  so-called  “anchor  centers”  for  asylum-seekers.  They  said  the
centers would infringe on the rights of children and families. (26.05.2018)

UNICEF:  Number  of  unaccompanied  refugee  children  reaches
‘record high’
The number of refugee children traveling alone has increased fivefold since 2010,
UNICEF has said. The UN body warned that the alarming trend has forced many
young refugees and migrants into prostitution and slavery. (18.05.2017)
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[Disclaimer]

https://www.dw.com/en/unicef-number-of-unaccompanied-refugee-children-reaches-record-high/a-38881924
https://www.dw.com/en/underage-refugees-in-germany-increasingly-going-missing/a-45871135
https://www.dw.com/en/underage-refugees-in-germany-increasingly-going-missing/a-45871135
http://www.garnertedarmstrong.org/news/disclaimer/

