Russian opposition leader Alexei
Navalny dies in prison

Navalny, 47, a prominent critic of President Vladimir Putin, spent his final
years behind bars as the Russian leader reshaped the country to rally
behind his war in Ukraine.

Russian opposition leader Alexei Navalny has died in prison, the country’s prison
service said Friday, following a yearslong struggle against official corruption and
President Vladimir Putin’s government that saw him survive several poisoning
attempts.

He was 47.

Navalny was poisoned with a military nerve agent while on a business trip in
Russia in 2020 — an attempt on his life that he blamed directly on Putin — and
spent his final years behind bars as the Russian leader reshaped the country to
rally behind his war in Ukraine.

News of his death, which comes as the Kremlin is preparing to orchestrate
another election victory for Putin in March, drew outrage from the West, where
many leaders blamed Putin. President Joe Biden said he was “both not surprised
and outraged.”
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